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OF THE m, DIES 

• ^ ‘ • v * # 

Highest Ranking Career Officer 
in SoyiefcjntdligenceandS 
, Security Agency W 3 s 65 ^ 




BySERGESCHM EMANN^,. 

Sptdai toTkt hMr Yovfe Ttam^ ’ 

MOSCOW' Jan. 2» — Gen. Semyon 
Kuzmich Tsvigun, the deputy head of 
the K.G.B.,. the Soviet intelligence and 
internal security agency, died Tuesday 
at theageof84.it was announced today. 

General Tsvigun was believed to be" 
married to a sister of Leonid I. Brezb- 
P 6 ** 3 Vtttoriya, but this has never 

been officially confirmed. 

In contrast to the secrec y stu'nii undlng 
most K.G.B. v. personnel^ General 
Tsvigun was something of a public fig- 
ure. He served in- the prov in ce s for 15 

years before assuming his post at bead- 

quarters in Moscow is 1867. He was the 
highest ranking career' officer in the 
K.G.B. under Yuri V. Andropov, a party 
official who has headed the agency for 
most of the Brezhnev per i od. ,> < 

General Tsvigun appeared from time 
to time in ideological publications. In an 
arti cle last September in the party jour- 
nal Korammist, be said the dissident 
movement had been routed. >: 

HlghCtvtlian AwardlnlM7~; J * 

. The press took note in 1977 when he re-- 

’ ceiYcd the 'title of Hero of Socialist 
Labor r the highest civilian award; in' 
1978* when he was promoted to full gen- 
era]* and last year, when he advanced' 
from alternate to full member In the* 
party’s Central Cosnxnlttee-K;^£ - 


- Bora Sept. 27* 1917* into a Ukrainian 
peasant family, he was graduated in 
1937 from the Odessa Teachers College 
and taught school for two years before 
joining the secret police. His 42-year ca- 
reer with the state security agency was 
interrupted only by service in the Red 
Army in World War II. *? £$ 

: In 1951* he was posted to the Molda- 
vian Republic on the Rumanian border 
at a time when Mr.- Brezhnev was the 
party chief there. Four years later. Gen- 
eral Tsvigun was sent to the Central 
Asian republic of Tadzhikistan; and for 
four years* he served as KJG.B. chief in 
the Transcaucasian republic of Azerbai- 

In late 1967* he was brought back to 
Moscow and made the agency*^ First 
Eteputy Chairman. An official obituary 
tolay said his memory would be cher- 
ished by all Chekists* as K.G.B..person- 
* he! are known* for the Cheka, the initial 
nameof the Soviet secret police. .. 

^^5oniePE*lldtyfortheKLG.B. ^ 
v The prominence given his death was 
in keeping with a trend toward giving 
the K.G.B. measured publicity* both in 
its foreign intelligence activities and in 
safeguardingintcrnal security/ 

> General Tsvigim’s article in Kommu- 
nist last fall offered a candid list of 
trends and movements considered sub- 
versive. He said, the dissident move^ 
ment* which he described as an attempt 
, by the West to subvert the Communist 
system* had been crushed, ; but he 
warned ofnew forms of subversion. * • 
They w ere sai d to be associated with* 
Western reports on Soviet consumer 
shortages*, the emigration .movement 


5 



; r Gen. Semyon 2L Tsvigun /-••• 

among Jews, ethnic Germans and 
Annenians, various femigrt groups 

abroad and theaffinlty of ^rietyouS 
pcoplefor the Western way of life. 
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